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{ which it is the mutual nterest of Great

MESSAGE

‘:-:_—__‘_"'_:-_._

of THE PRESIDENT OF THE U. STATES.

Pellow Citizens of the Senate,
and ‘House of Representatives :
| regret that I cannot, on this occasion
congra

ravages of fire and disease have painfully

offlictea otherwise flourishing portions of

our country, and serious embarrassments
yet derange the trade of many of our zit-
ies. But, notwithstanding these adverse
circumstances, that general prosperity
<hich has been heretofore so bountifully
estowed npon us by the Author of all
good, still continues to call for our warm-
et gratitude.  Especially have we reason
10 tejoice in the exaberant harvests which
bave lavishly recompensed well directad

industry, and given to it that sure reward
which 18 vainly sought in visionary spec-
[ can not indeed view without
pecaliar satisfaction the evidences afforded
by the past season of the benefits that
spring from the steady devotion of the
husbandman to his honorable pursuit. No
means of individual comfort is more cer-

plations.

tian, and no source of nutional prosperity
i§ 80 sure,

bounties of the earth.

With foreign countries our relations ex-

tnlate you that the past year has
peen one of unalloyed prosperity. The

Nothing can cowmpensats a
people for a dependence npon others for
tie bread they eat; and that cheerful
shundance on which the happiness of eve-
iwone so much depends, is to be looked
fir nowhere with such sure reliance as in
the indastry of the agrien'turist and the

'Brilain and the United States to preserve
‘nnd maintain.

Within the Provinces themselves tran-
|qmlu_v. is restored, and on our frontier,
that misguided sympathy in faver of what
{ Was deemed to be a general effort in bebalf
of popular rights, and which, in some in-
’almgcea. misled a few of our more inex-
perienced citizens, has subsided into a
rational conviction strongly opposed to all
intermeddling with the internal affairs of
|our neighbors, The people of the Unut-
ed States feel, as it is hoped they always
will, a warm solicitude for ithe success of
all who are endeavoring to improve the
political condition of mankind. This
generous feeling they cherish towardsthe
most dislant nations; and it was natural
therefore, that it should be awakened with
more than common warmth in behalf of
tavir immediate neighbors. But it does
not belong to their character. as a com-

feelings in acts which violate their duty
a8 citizens, endanger the peace of their
country, and tend to bring upon it the
stain of a violated faith towards foreign
nations. If zealous to confer benefits on
others, they appear for a moment to lose
sight of the permanent obligations impos-
ed upon them as citizens, they are seldom
long misled. From all the information 1
receive, confirmed 10 some extent, by per-
sonal observation, | am satisfied that no
one can now hape to engage in such en-
terprizes without encountering public in-
dignation, in addiion to the severest pen-
alties of the 'aw.

Recent information also leads me to
hope that the emigrants from her Majes-
1v’s Provinces, who have sought reluge

¥ - a8 ox=l1gs | - _
hibit \be same favorable aspect which was | within our boundaries, are disposed to

(ad

presented in my last annval messog

of the pacific, just and forbearing policy

ed by the firet Administration of the'| asylum.

ado
F .eJ:ral (4overnment, and

e, and
afford continued proof of the wisdom and

become peaceable residents, and to abstain
from all auempts to endanger the peace of
.that country which has afforded them an
Oa a review of the occurrences

pursued by s | oy both sides of the live, it is satisfactory

A . 1 . .
mecessors.  ‘T'he extraordinary powers | (g refleet, that in almost every complaint

wsted in me by an aet of Congress, fur the
defence of the country in an emergency,
wngidered so far probable as to require
thet the Exxecutive should possess ample
means to meet it, have not been exerted.
They have, therefore, been attended with
m other result than to increase, by the
confi lence thus reposed in me, my obliga-
lisnsto maintain, with religious exactness,
toe cardinal principles that govern our in-

witourse with other nations. Happily,

w our pending questions with Great Brit-
am, outof which this unusual grant ol
auihority arose, nothing has occurred to
require its exertion; and os it is about to
ntgrn 1o the Legislutore, I trost that no
fare necessity may call for it exercise
by thein or its delegation 1o another de-

against our country, the offtnce may be
traced 1o emigrants from the Proviaces
who have sought refuge here. In the
few instances in which they were aided
by citizens of the United States, the acts
of these misguided nen were not only in
direct contravention of the laws, and well
kaown wishes of their own government,
but met with the decided disapprobation of
the people of the United States.

1 regret to siate the appearance of a dif-
ferent spirit among her Majesty’s subjects
in tne Canadas. T'he sentiments of hos-
tility to our people and institutions, which
have been so frequently expressed there,
and the disregard of our rights which
have been manifested on some occasions,

|

|

monity, t) seek the gratification of those |

.
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that country.

ed for that purpase was not presented by
the President of Mexico for the approba-
tion of its Congress, from a belief that
the King of Prussia, the arbitrator ia
case of disagreement in the joint commiss-
ion to be appointed by the United States
and Mexico, would not consent to take
apon himself that friendly office. Altho’
not entirely satisfied with the course pur-
sued by Mexico, I felt no heshation in

within the estitnates, there is every reason |
to believe that all the outstanding T'reas- |
ury notes can be redeemed, and the or-|
dinary expenses defrayed, without impos.
ing on the people any additional burden,’
either of loans or increased taxes.

'T'o avoid this, and to keep the expendi- |
tures within reasonable bounds, is a duaty, |
second only in importance to the prese'r-:

oy I h In| vation of our national character, and the |
receiving in the most conciliatory spirit| protection of our citizens in their civil|

the explanation offered, and also cheerful-| and political rights. 1'he creation, in
Iy consented to a new convention, in order | time of peace, of a debt likely 10 become
to arrange the payments proposed to be|permanent, is an evil for which there is
made to our citizens, in a manner which, | no equivalent. The 1apidity with which
while equaliy just to them, was deemed | many of the States are apparenily ap-
less onerous and inconvenient to the Mex-| proaching to this condition, admonishes
ican Government. Relying confidently | us of our own duties, in a manner too
upon the intentiong of that Government, | impressive to be disregarded. One. not
Mr. Ellis was directed to repair to Mexi- | the least important, is o keep the Federal
co, and diplomatic intercourse has been| Government always in a condition te dis-
resumed between the two countries. The| charge, with ease and vigor, its highest
new convention has, he informs us, been | funetions, should their exercise be ré;ltair-
recently submitted by the President of| ed by any sudden conjunctare of public
that Republic to its Congress, under cir-\ affairs—a coodition to which we are al-
cumstances which promise a speedy rati-| ways exposed, and which may occur
fication; a result which I cannot allow | when it is least expected. To this end.
myself to doubt. it is indispensable that its finances shouid

Instructions have been given to the|be untrammelled, and its resources, as far
Commissioner of the United States under|as practicable, unincumbered. No cir-
our Convention with Texas, for the de-|cumstance could presen: greater obstacles
marcation of the line which separates us to the accomplishmen: of these vitally
from that Republic. The commissioners | important objects, than the creation of an
of both Governments met in New-Orleans | onerous national debt. Our own experi-
lin Auoust last. The joint commission | ence, and also that of other nations, have
was organized, and adjourned to convene | demonstrated the unavoidable and fearful
at the same place on the twelith of Octo- | rapidity with which a public debt is in-
ber. It iy presumed to be now in the| creased, when the Government has once
performance of its daties. surrendered iwself to the ruinons practice

The new Government of Texas has|of supplying its snpposed necessities by
shown its desire to caltivate friendly rela-| new loans. The struggle, therefore, on
tions with us, by a prompt reparation for|our part, to be successful, must be made
injuries complained of in the cases of|at the-threshold. To make our eflorts
two vessels of the United States, | effective, severe economy is necessary.—

With Central America a convention | This is the surest provision for the na-
has been concluded for the renewal of its | tional welfare; and it is, at the same time.
former treaty with the United States.— |the best preservative of the prineiples on
This was not ratified before the departure | which our institutions rest. Simplicity
of our late Charge d’Aflairs from that{and economy in the affairs of State have
country, and the copy of it brought by|never failed to chasten and invigorate
him was not received before the adjoarn- | Republican principles, while these have
ment of the Senate at the last session. In|been as surely subverted by national
the mean while, the period limited for the | prodigality, under whatever specious pre-
exchange of ratifications having expired, | texts it may bave been introduced or fos-
I deemed it expedient, in consequence of | tered.

A | 2 L] . - - . ; " -
The first convention form-; Congress shall keep the appropriations the absolate requirements of thé public

—_—

: . ‘s;‘ssion. but too late, ns it appeared, to be
They will*be found less than |acted upon. Lt will be Lrought 10 your
the expenditures of 1839 by over five | Dotice by the proper department, with ad-
millions of dollars. Tdiliunal cominunications from other sourc-
The precanrionary measures which es
will be recommended by the Secretary of | The latest accounts from the Explor
the T'reasury to protect faithfully the pub- | ing Expedition represent it as proceediag
lic eredit under the fluctoations and con- | suceessfully in its objects, aud promising
tingencies to which our receipts and ex- [ results no less useful to trade and naviga-
penditures are e<posed, and especinl!_\; in | tion than to science.” .
a commercial crisis like the present, are| ‘I'he extent of post roads covered by
commended 10 your early attention. | mail service on the first of July last, was
On a former oecasion your utiention about 133,999 miles, and the rate of an-
was invited 10 various cousiderations in | nual (ransportation upon them 34,496,673
favor of a pre-emption law in behall of | miles. The number ol post offices on
the settlers on the public lands; and also |that day was twelve thousand seven hund-
of a law gradaaiing the prices for sach | red and eighty, and on the thirtieth uli-
lands as had long been in the market un- | mo, thirteen thosuand and twenty-eighi.
sold, in consequence of their inferior qual-| ‘I'be revenue of the Post Office Depa rt-
ity. The execution of the act which was | ment for the year ending with the 30uth of
passed on the subject has been attended |June last, was four million four hundred
with the happiest consequences, in quiet- | and seventy-3ix thousand six hundred and
g titles, and secaring improvemems to | thirty-eight dollars—exhibiting an increase
the industrious; and it has also, to a very |over the preceding year of two hundred

service.

great extent, been exempt from the frands |
which were practised under previous pre-
emption laws. 1t has at the same time,
as was anticipated, contributed generally
during the present year to the receipts ol
the Treasury.

The passage of a gradnate law with
the guards before recommended, would al-
so, 1 am persuaded, add considerably to
:he revenue for several yearsand prove in
other respects just and beneficial.

Your early consideration of the sub-
ject is, therefore, once more earnestly re-
quested.

The present condition of the defences
of our principal seaports snd nuvy yards,
as represented by the accompanying re-
port of the Secretarv of War, calls for
the early aud serious attention of Con-
gress; and, as connecting itsell intimate-
ly with this subject, I caonot recommend
too strongly to your consideration the
plan sabmited by that officer for the or-
ganization of the militia of the United
States.

L conform’ty with the expressed wish-
es of Congress, an attempt was made in
the spring todlerminate the Florida war
bv negouation. It is to be regretted that
these humane intentions should have been
frustrated, and that the effort to bring
these unhappy difficulties to a satisfactory

{

' so many of the banks, “it will be able not

and forty-one thousand five hundred and
sixty dollars. 'The engagements and lia-
bilities of the Department for the same pe-
riod are four million gix hundred and
twenty-four thousand one hundred and
seventeen dollars.

'The excess of liabilities over the reve-
nue for the last two years has been met
out of the surplus which had previously
accamulated. The cash on hand on the
thirtieth ultimo, was about $206,701 95,
and the current income of the Department
varies very little from the rale of current
expenditures. Most of the service sus-
pended last year has been restored, and
most of the new routes established by the
act of 7th July, 1838, have been =et in
operation at an annval cost of $136,963.
Notwithstanding the pecuniary diffical-
ties of the country, the revenue of the
Department appears to be increasing ;—
and unless it shall be seriously checked
by the recent suspengion of payment by

only tc maiatain the preseat mail service,
but in a short time to extend it. Tt is
gratifviog to witness the promptitade and
fidelity with which the agents of this De-
partment in general perform their public
daties.

Some difficulties have arisen in relation
to contracts for the transportation of the

the death of the Charge d' Affuirs, to send
a special agent to Central America, to
close the affairs of our mission there, and
to arrange with the Government an ex-
tension of the time for the exchange of
ratifications.

The commission created by the States
which formerly composed the Republic of
Columbia, for adjusting the claims against

These considerations cannot be lost up-
on a people who have never been inattent-

conclusion shoald have failed. But, after | mails by railroad and steamnboat compa-

ive to the effect of their policy upon the
institutions they have created for them-
selves; but at the present moment their
force is augmented by-the necessity which
a decreasing revenue must impose. The
check lately given to importation of arti-

entering into solemn eugagements with
the Commanding General, the Indians,
without any provocation, recommenced
their acts of treachery and murder. The"
renewal ot hostilities in that Territory
renders it necessary that [ should recom-
mend to vour favorable consideration the

nies. It appears that the maximum of
compensation provided by Congress for
the transportation of the mails upon rail-
roads is not sufficient to induce some of
the companies to convey them at such
hours as are required for the accommoda-
tion of the public. It is one of the most

cles sabject to duties, the derangement in

that Government, has, by a very unex- the operations of internal trade, ani espe-

plan which will be submitted to you by
the Secretary of War, in order to enable

important duties of the General Govern-
ment to provide and maiatain for the use

prctment of the government.

For the settiement of our Northeastern
Boandary, the proposition promized by
lirest Brtiin for a commission of ex-
poration and survey, has been received,
i n countsr project, including also a
provision for w certain and fipal adjust.
et of the limits in dispute, is now be-
lite the British Governmeant for its con-
sderstion. A just regard to the delicate
tite of this question and a proper respect
b the natoral importance of the Suate of
W 1ine, not less than a conviction that the
wgotiation has been already protracted
lmger than is prudent on the pait of
ether government, have led me to believe
at the present favorable moment should
o1 1o account be suffered to pass without
pting the question forever at rest. I feel
enfilent that the government of her
Briannic Majesty will take the same
view of this subject, as 1 am persuaded it
s eoverned by desires equally strong and
sincere, for the amicable termination of
the controversy.
Tothe intrinsie difficultivsof guestionsof
Windary lines, especially those described
i egions unoccupied and but parnisily
‘mown, is to be added in our country the
“nharragsment necessarily arising out of
“ir Constitation, by which the General
Uavernment is made the organ of negotiat-
2 and deciding upon the particular inter-
s of the Siates on whose frontiers th sa

have 1 am sorry to say, been applauded

pected construction of the treaty under
and encouraged by the people, and even

which it acts, decided that no provision
by some of the subordinate local aunthor- | was made for those claims of citizens of

jties of the Provinces. The chief officers | the United States which arose from cap-
in Canada fortunately have not entertained | tures by Columbian privateers, and were
the same feeling, and have probably pre- {adjudged against the claimants in the ju-
vented excesses that must have been fatal |dicial tribunal.  This decision will com-
to the peace of the two countries. pel the United States to apply to the sev-

1 look forward anxiously to a period |eral Governments formerly united for
when all the transactions which have |redress. Withall these—-New-Granada,
grown out of this condition of our affairs, | Venezuela, and Ecuador, a perfectly good |
and which have been made the subjects of | understanding exists.  Our treaty withl
complaint and remonstrance by the two | Venezuela is faithfully carried into exe-|
governments Tespectively, shall be fully |cotion, and that country, in the enjoyment |
examined, and the proper satisfaction |of tranquility, is gradually advancing
given where it is due from either side. prosperity under the guidance of its pre

Nothine has occarred to disturb the [ent distinguished President, Gen. Parez.
harmony of our intercourse with Austria, | With Ecuador, a liberal commercial con- |

Belgium, Denmark, France, Naples, Por- | vention lias lately been concluded, which |
togal, Prussia, Russia, or Sweden. The

internal state of Spain has sensibly im-
proved, and a well-grounded hope exists
that the return ol peace wil] restore to the
people of that eountry their former pros-
perity, and enable the government to ful-
1s obligations at home and abroad.

early day.

With the great American E npire of|
Brazil our velations continue unchanged, |
as does our friendly intercourse with the

fil all 1
The government of Portugal, 1 huve the
satisfaction to state, has paid in full toe
last instilment due to our eitizens for the
claims embraced in the scttlement made
with it on the third of March, 1837.

1 lay before you treaties of commerce
negotiated with the Kings of Sardinia
and of the Netberlands, the ratifications
of which have been exchanged since the

the Aroentine Republic, and the Repub- |
lics of Uruguay, Chili, Pero and Bolivia. |
'T'he dissolution of the Peru-Bolivian Con- |
federation may occasion some temporary |
incanvenience to our citizeas in that guar-
ter, but the obligations on the new Gov- |

Confederation to observe its treaty stipu.
lations, will no doubt be soon understood
and it is presumed that no indispositio

1
da |

esare to be traced. To avoid another
ONtwversy in which a State Government

wight righifully claim to have her wishes |

;°1llll'.led. reviously 10 the conclusion of
[“toaventional arrangem=nts concernine
" right or jurisdietion of territory, [
e tho't it neceseary to call the attention
" the government of Great Britain to an-
',uh“ portion of our conterminous domin-
::‘“ which the division still remains to

Wjusted. 1 refer to the line from the
:{""‘“ of Lake Superior to the most
'w"" Western point of the Lake of the
%dy, stipulations for the settlement of

“ireaty of Ghent. ‘The commissiouers
oimted ander that article by the two
P"timents, having differed in their
"tions, made separate repoits, according
' stipulations, upon the poiats of disa-

nbnind- ta the
ly sovereign of stite. Ths dis

akes its

ich are to be found in the 7th article of erlands has also,

t, and these differences are now | p
arbitration of some | the colony, then,
ut-
&Mm should be settled and the line
fnated before the Territorinl Govera-
“a, of which it is one of the bounda-
in the union as a| Resident has reached Consta

- upon the cordial co- _
of the ‘British Governments (0 ent Ruler that :he obligations of our

adjournment of Congress. The liberal
| principles of these treaties will recom-
mend them ty your approbation.” Toat
with Sardinia 1s the first treaty of com-
meres formed by that kingdom, and it
will, I trust, answer the expectations of
the present sovereign, by aiding the de-
velopement ot the resources of his country,
and stimulating the enterprize of his peo-
'ple. That with the Netherlanls happily
lwrmiumes a long existing subject of dis-
pate, and removes feom our futare com-
| mercial intercourse all apprehension of
| embarrassment. The King of the Neth.
in farther illustration of
| his character for justice, anl of his desire
to remove every cause of dissatisfaction,
made compensation for an Asmerican ves-
| sel captared in 1800 by a Freanch privat-
eer. and carried into Curacoa, where the
-oceeds were appropriated to the use of
and for a short time al-
ter, nnder the dominion of Holland.

The death of the late Saltan has pro-
duced no alteration in our relations with
Turkey. Our newly appomta'l Minister
tinople, and
from the pres-

ed with the United States.

The financial operations of the
ment during the present year have,
hanpv to say, been very successiul.
difficulties under

Govern- !
[ am!

which the Treasury

safe keeping of the public moneys, ag-,
gravated by the suspension of z :
ments by several of the banks holding
public deposites, or indelted to public
officers for notes received in paym
public dues, have been snrmounte
very oratifying extent. The large car-
rent expenditures have been punctually
met, and the faith of the Government 1t
all its pecuniary concerns has been scru
pulously maintained.

. Theunincteen millions of Treasury notes
|authorized by the act of Congress of 1837,
| and the modifications thereof, wi
to the indulgence of merchants 0 :
duty bonds, and of the deposite banks 10
the payment of public moneys held by
them, have been so punctually redeemed
s to leave less than the original ten mill-
ions outstanding at any one time, and the
whole amount unredeemed now
of threc millions.
portion is not due till aext year,

[ have received assurances

ose of friendship, will be
in the same spirit that

actuated his ilustrioys father.

' l'ezfz 1o be obliged to inform you

: ion for the seulement of
B Searmation Mexico

claima of our citizens upon
% yet been ratified by the government of

guished could
the payments

the 'Treasury

year shall be punctually made,

ernments which have arisen oat of that |

will exist to fulfil those which it contract- |

pECIt’. p.'iy- !

i

falls short |
Of these the *chiel
and the
whole would have been already exun-
have realized
due to it from the banks.—

If those due from them dntinﬂ‘"h:n?’;}

cially the reduction gradually taking
piace in our tariff of duties, all tend to
lessen our receipts; indeed it is probable
that the diminution resulting from the
last cause alone, will not fall short of five
millioa of dollars in the year 1542, as

that department to conduct them to a sac-
cessful issue.

Having had an opportunity of person-
ally inspecting a portion of the troops
during the last sumner, it gives me pleas-
ure to bear testimony to the success of the

of the people of the Siates the best prac-
ticable mail establishment. To arrive at
that end it is indispensable that the Post
Office Department shall be enalled to con.
trol the hours at which the mails shall be
carried over railroads, 1y it now does over

the final reduction of all duties to twenty

per cent. then takes effcct. The whole|ing them together in as large bod
revenue then accruing from the customs, |the natare of our service will permit.

and from the sales of public lands, if not
more, will undoubtedly be wanted to de-
fray the necessarv expenses of the gov-
ernment under the most prudent adminis-
tration of uts affairs. These are circum-

in ' stances that impose the necessity of rigid | lice, the evils resuiting to the service from
s-| economy, and reqnire its prompt and con- | the deficiency of company officers, were

stant exercise. Withthe Legislature rest
the power and duty of so adjusting the
public expenditure as th promote this end.

will be transmiited to the Senate at an|By the provisions of the Constitation, it|

is only in consequence of appropriutions
made by law, that money can be drawn
fromm the Treasury; ro instance has oc-
curred since the estiblishment of the gov-

other Governments of Soath America— | exnment, in which the Executive, though | stance,

a component part of the Legislative pow-
er, has interposed an objection to an ap-
propriation bill on the sole ground of its
ex:ravagance. His duty in this respeect
has been considered fuifilled by request-
ing such appropriations only as the pub-
lic service may be reasonably exnected 10
require. lo the present earnest direction
of the public mind towards this subject,
both the Executive and the Legislature
have evidence of the strict responsibility
to which they will be held; and while T
am conscious of my own anxious efforts
to perform with filelity this portion of my

The! public functions, it is a satisfaction to me |retary of the Navy re

'to be able ty count on a corlial co-opera-!sition of our ships of war, that it has been
Department has labored from known de- | tio

fects in the existing laws relative to the

n from you.

At the time [ entered npon my present
daties, our ordinarv disbursemens ; with-
out inclading those on account of the pub-
' lic debt, the post office, and the trust funds
had been

in charge of the Goverament;

ent of largely increased by appropriations for the | vessels while
| to a removal of the Indians, for repeiling Indi-|ive.
| an hostilities, and for other less nrgent ex- | defects to give to v

| pences which grew out of an overflowing
| T'reasary.
;ti:m of
| gross expenditures of
'een millions in 1834
\lhese causes, swelled 1o twenty-nine mi

)
\the very

| millions.

the present yea

probability,
millions less than it was last
a determination so far as de
to continue this reduction, I

the estiniates for 1840 to'be
the severest scrutiny, and 10 be

|

|

ladependent of the re;!em;;-!
the public debt and trusts, the
sevent-en and eizh:- | ed as to aflord them comparative security | m
and 1835, had by':in prosecuting Lhe siave'lrade,
i- | emphatically denounced in our statutes,
th a view | ions in 1836 ; and the appropriations for
n their ) 1837, made previousiy lo the fourth of
March, cauced the expenditure to rise to
large amoant of thirty-three
We were enabled during the
year 1838, notwithstanding the contina-
ance of oar Indian embarrassments some-
what to reduce this amount; and that for
r, 1839, will met, in all
exceed 26 millions—or six
vear. With
s On me

ve directed

subjected 10
himited to! of the Senate near th

all other roads. Should serious incon-
veniences arise from the malequacy of
the compensation now brovided by law,
or from unreasonable demands by eny of
the railroad companies, the subject is of
suzh general importance as to require the
prompt auention ol Congress.
‘ In relation to steamboat lines, the most
| efficient remedy is obvious, and has been
|suggeswd by the Postmaster General.—
| The War and Navy Departments already
employ steamboats in their service, and
| although it is by no means defirable that
The navy has beea usefully and honor- {the Government should undertake the
ably employel in protecting the :'ights1tranep_c>-lalion of passengers or freight as
'ard property of our citizens, wherever the |a business, there can be no reasonable
'condition of affuirs seemed to require its |objection to running boats, temporarily,
 presence.  With the exception of oune in- | whenever it may be necessary to put down
where an outrage, sccompanied |attempts at extortion, (o be discontinaed as
by murder, was committed on a vessel of | reasonable contracts can be ohtained. ‘
| the United States while engaged in a law-| Thesuggestions of the Postmaster Gen-
'ful commerce, nothing is known to huve;erﬂl relative to the inadequacy of the
| occurred to impede or molest the enter-|legal allowance to wilnesses In cases of
| prize of our citizens on that element | prosecations for mail depredations, merit
| where it is so signally displayed. On | your serious consideration. The safay
|learning this daring act of piracy. Com- | of the mails requires that sach prosecu-
' modore Reed proceeded immediately to|tions shall be efficient, aud jnstice to the
| the spot,-and receiving no satisfaction, ei- | cilizen whose time is requited to be given
| (her in the surrender of the murderers or |to the public, demands not only that his
'the restoration of the plundered property, |eXpenses shall be paid, but that he shall
inflicted severe and merited chastisement | receive a reasonable compensation.
‘on the barbarians. | The Reports from the War, Navy and
' Post Office Depariments will accompany
this communication, and one from the
“I'reasury Department will be presented 0
| deemed necessary (0 station a competent | Congress i:_1 a few dgys..
force on the coast of Alfrica, o prevent a | For various details In respect to the
| fraudulent use of our flag by foreigners. | matters in charge of '.hesg departmenis, |
Recent experience has shown that the | would reler you to those important docu-
provisious in our existing laws which re- | ments, satisfied that you will find in them
late to the sale and transfer of American | many valuable spogestions, which will be
abroad, are extremely defect- | found well desérving the atteation of the
age has been taken of these | Legislature. _
essels wholly belong-| From a repor® made in December of
ling to foreigners, and pavigaling the | last year by the Sccretary ol Siate, to the
ocean, an apparent American ownership. | Senate, shm\finq the trial docket ofb:.ch‘
' This character has been so well simular- | of the Circuit (."J.our's. and the number o
: i iles each judZe has to travel in the per-
his duties, a grest inequality
mount of labor assigned
| rezarded with abhorrence by our citizens, | to each judge. Thehnumbcr of terms to
|and.of which the effectual suppression is |be held in each of C;P“"' COmelng
| powhere more sincerely desired thaa in the ninth cirenit, the distances belweeu
|the United States. These circumstances | the places at which they sit, and from
make it proper to recommend to your ear- | thence % the ;‘:‘ dhc""'e“’“‘“‘:;' are
ly sttention a careful revision of tbese represened 10 b ,"‘ac 'f' ;"t"', ::; !':
jaws, so that, without impeding the free- impossible for the judge of tha dc_nrc -
dom and facilities of our navigation, of perform, in a mapuner correspon “;G_“ it
impairing an important branch of our in- | the public exigencies, his term armh:!rtmt
dustry connected with it, the integrity and | daties. A revision, therefore, of the pres-
honor of our flag may be carefully pre-jent arrangement of the cm:mlln It‘EID.i to
gerved. [nformation dvriradh from our|be called for, pnd is recommended 10 yout
avana, showing the necessily | notice. _
303:;‘ :vlasﬂcomm:miraledll,o @ commiue{s 1 think it proper o call von "-f;f""‘?ﬂ
f e close of the last!to the power assumed by Territorial Le-

effort to improve their discipline, by keep-
ies as
I
recommend, therefore, that commodious
and permanent barracks be coustructed
‘the several posts designated by the Secre-
ltary of War. Notwithstanding the high
state of their discipline and excellent po-

\

| very apparent, and L recommend that the
|staffl officers be permanently separated
from the line.

It wiil be seen by the report of the ‘Svc-
specting the dispo-

Advant

a traffi: | formance of
| appears 10 the a




